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“The text is always fleshly and regularly not human”. 

 (Haraway in Haraway & Gane, 2006, p. 137) 
 
“For so long she had felt not-human, yet had been unable to move towards an alternative 

species; now the solution has been found for her; she was a migratory bird; warbler, 
wagtail, yellowhammer? cuckoo-shrike, bobolink, skua? albatross, orange bishop, 

godwit?”  
(from Towards Another Summer, Janet Frame, 2007, p. 15) 

 
The feminist philosopher Donna Haraway has recently called upon her readers to see 
themselves as compost. It is a provocation for unsettling the deeply problematic ontologies 
of secular Western humanism that, in its practical forms, are not only destroying multiple 
species and ecosystems but have also inspired continued colonialism, compulsory 
heteronormativity and hyper-masculinity. Writing against what she sees as fantasies of 
transcendence whereby the world will right itself with Western technologies or by becoming 
an environmentalist utopia, Haraway uses compost to ‘stay with the trouble’ of this 
troubled earth.    
 
The theorist presents at the end of her most recent book a five generational fictional 
account of the Community of Compost. It is a version of what she, Vinciane Despret and film 
maker Fabrizio Terranova developed together at a writing workshop (Haraway, 2016). As 
someone, who since the 1980s, has made kin with the cyborg, dogs, primates and many 
other worldly critters, this ficto-factual storying is about making kin with non-humans. These 
compost stories are a way of “queering what counts as nature” (1994, p.60), wherein she 
calls us to implode the boundaries between ‘nature’ and ‘culture’, fact and fiction, text and 
flesh.  
 
This writing workshop will invite CAE’ers to co-create our own Community of Compost in 
which we discursively and materially respond to Haraway’s call. Following the first 
writing/theory workshop last year by Mackinlay and Lipton on Cixous, this workshop serve 
as an inter/active kin-making exercise to prepare for the queering of compost culture focus 
of the main conference in 2020.   
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